Term List
· Act: Subdivision of a play; made up of scenes
· Scene: Further subdivision of an act 

· Blank verse: unrhymed verse written in iambic pentameter

· Iambic pentameter: ten-syllable lines in which every second syllable is stressed ( u/u/u/u/u/)

· Couplet: two lines of poetry that rhyme, usually at a character’s exit or at the end of a scene

· End–stopped lines: punctuation indicates the reader to pause at the end of each line

· Run-on line: no punctuation at the end of line; meaning is completed in the line or lines that follow

· Dramatic foil: a character that highlights or brings out the traits of other characters

· Soliloquy: when a character, alone on stage, expresses his/her thoughts to the audience

· Aside: remark made to the audience, unheard by other characters

· Monologue: lengthily speech made to everyone

· Dramatic irony: a character’s words or actions have one meaning for the character and a quite different meaning for the audience

· Tragedy: the central character meets with a disaster or misfortune

· Allusion: Reference to something else; for our purposes, a reference to something from a work of literature in modern culture (songs, movies, etc.)

· Rhyme: Repetition of accented vowel sounds and the sounds following them (cat, hat, mat)

· Assonance: Repeated vowel sounds followed by different consonant sounds (cat, bag)

· Alliteration: Repeated consonant sounds, usually at the beginning of words (tiny terrible trains)

· Personification: Giving human characteristics to non-living things

· Onomatopoeia: Use of word where sound imitates meaning (fizz, zoom)
· Analogy: A comparison between two things to show how they are alike

· Simile: A comparison between two unlike things using like or as
· Metaphor: A comparison between two unlike things not using like or as
	  CHARACTER CHART
	  

	Directions: This chart will help you remember the characters in Romeo and Juliet.  As 

	you read the play, fill in the chart with the character's relationship and with a brief 

	description of his or her character. The chart should be completed with the play.

	Character
	Relationship
	Personality

	Sampson
	
	

	Gregory
	
	

	Abram
	
	

	Tybalt
	
	

	Benvolio
	
	

	Prince Escalus
	
	

	Lord Capulet
	
	

	Lady Capulet
	
	

	Lord Montague
	
	

	Lady Montague
	
	

	Romeo
	
	

	County Paris
	
	

	Nurse
	
	

	Juliet
	
	

	Mercutio
	
	

	Friar Lawrence
	
	

	Balthasar
	
	

	Apothecary
	
	

	Friar John
	
	


Romeo and Juliet    Act I
Act 1 ~ Scene i
1. Why is the Prince so upset with the two families? (86-92) 





























2. Explain the reason for Romeo’s strange actions. (160-165) 





























3. What images does Romeo use to describe love?  How do these images reflect his agitated state of mind? (182-192) 













































4. Why aren’t Romeo and his love together? (205-221) 



















Summary
Setting 













Characters 












Summary 















































Act 1 ~ Scene ii
1. What does Capulet think the chances are for keeping the peace? (1-5) 




























2. Who is welcome to come to Capulet’s traditional party? (80-83) 
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Act 1 ~ Scene iii
1. How does Juliet feel about marriage? (65-69) 































2. Who wants to marry Juliet? (70-74)
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Act 1 ~ Scene iv
1. What fear does Romeo express in lines 106-113? 
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Act 1 ~ Scene v

1. What is Capulet’s mood, and how does this impact the atmosphere of the party? (16-29) 































________




2. Describe Romeo’s reaction when he first sees Juliet. (44-53) 
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Romeo and Juliet    Act II
Act II ~ Prologue

1. Does the prologue provide a useful introduction to each act, or does it seem unnecessary?  Explain. 



































Act II ~ Scene i

1. Why is it ironic that Mercutio teases Romeo about Rosaline? (16-21) 
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Act II ~ Scene ii
1. Explain the metaphor that Romeo uses to describe Juliet.  How does this figure of speech reveal Romeo’s feelings about her? (2-9)
































2. What solutions does Juliet suggest to deal with the problem of their families’ enmity? (34-36) 


























3. Why is Juliet concerned about this love?  How does the imagery she uses reflect her concern?  (116-120) 



































4. How has Juliet changed as a result of her love? (142-149) 
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Act II ~ Scene iii
1. Find two examples of personification (giving human characteristics to non-human things) in lines 1-10. 





























________________________________
2. Why do you think Shakespeare wrote dialogue to describe Friar Lawrence’s special talent with herbs?  (15-30) 



































3. Why is Friar Lawrence concerned about Romeo’s change of heart?  Why does he mistrust it? (65-80) 



































4. Why does Friar Lawrence finally agree to marry the couple?  Do you think his reason is justified? (90-92)



































5. What advice does Friar Lawrence give Romeo at the end of the scene? (93-94) 
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Act II ~ Scene iv
1. What kind of person is Tybalt, and how do you know this? (19-26) 




























2. What message does Romeo give the Nurse for Juliet? (175-182) 
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Act II ~ Scene v
1. Why is Juliet impatient? (1-3) 
































2. How is the nurse a dramatic foil (character used as a contrast to another character) in this scene, pointing out Juliet’s concerns and state of mind?  (31-65) 

























___________________
3. How does the nurse seem to feel about the marriage? (38-45) 
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Act II ~ Scene vi

1. How does Friar Lawrence serve as a dramatic foil for Romeo, pointing out his traits and state of mind? (1-15) 


































2. Romeo and Juliet each grow as they experience rites of passage.  Which of the two seems to have acquired greater maturity?  Explain. 
































3. How soon after meeting are Romeo and Juliet married? 
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Romeo and Juliet    Act III
Act III ~ Scene i

1.  Why does Romeo try to call off the duel? (60-70) 


















2. How are Mercutio’s comments about his wound in keeping with his character? (90-96) 















3. What does Mercutio mean by “a plague on both your houses”? (96-97/104-105) 






































4. Why does Romeo feel he must fight Tybalt? (119-126) 






























5. Contrast the views of Lady Capulet and Montague.  Why do you think they differ? (173-182) 






































6. Why do you think the Prince does not impose the death penalty, as he threatened in Act I? (183-194) 
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Act III ~ Scene ii

1. Why is Juliet’s soliloquy especially touching after the dramatic events that have just occurred? (1-31) 





































2. Compare and contrast the ways in which the Nurse and Juliet handle their grief. (35-39) 






































3. What is the one word that is more awful to Juliet than her whole family being killed?  Why? (120-126) 
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Act III ~ Scene iii
1. Is Romeo’s reaction to his punishment unreasonable?  Explain (12-23) 




























2. Why does Friar Lawrence disagree with Romeo? (24-28) 






























3. What does Nurse give Romeo that “revives his comfort”? (163-165) 





4. What are Friar Lawrence’s instructions to Romeo? (166-172) 
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Act III ~ Scene iv

1.  Why does Capulet think that Juliet is grieving? (1-5) 































2. What plan does Lord Capulet make for Juliet’s future? (12-20) 
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Act III ~ Scene v

1.  Compare their farewells.  Who seems to be more optimistic about the future now? (43-64) 














2. How does this speech reflect the growth in Juliet’s character since the beginning of the play? (117-124) 




































4. Juliet’s final soliloquy is really addressed the absent Nurse.  Why can she no longer confide in the Nurse? (237-244) 
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Romeo and Juliet    Act IV
Act IV ~ Scene i
1. What is the irony in Paris approaching Friar Lawrence about the wedding? (1-5) 














2. If Romeo were not in the picture, do you think that Paris would make a good husband for Juliet?  Explain. (18-29) 




















______
3. Why does Friar Lawrence suggest such a desperate solution? (68-76) 




























4. What is Friar Lawrence’s plan?  Does it seem to be a good one?  Why or why not?  (89-120) 
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Act IV ~ Scene ii
1. What kind of wedding is Capulet planning? (1-2) 


















2. What does Juliet tell her father when she returns home? (18-22) 

















3. How is Capulet’s bustle and activity an example of dramatic irony? (39-48) 
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Act IV ~ Scene iii

1. What are Juliet’s three concerns about taking the poison? (20-50)









































2. Is Juliet’s drinking of the potion foolhardy or courageous?  Explain. 
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Act IV ~ Scene iv

1. What does Lord Capulet send the nurse to do? (25) 
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Act IV ~ Scene v

1. Contrast the ways in which Lady Capulet and her husband verify that Juliet is dead. (25-30) 

























2. What makes Friar Lawrence’s question so ironic? (33) 






























3. What knowledge might help Friar Lawrence offer this consolation? (77-83) 
















4. Why do you think Shakespeare ends this act with a comic scene? (126-139) 
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Romeo and Juliet    Act V
Act V ~ Scene i
1. Describe Romeo’s mood as the act opens.  (1-5) 


















2. How does this exchange suggest the role of fate in bringing about the tragedy? (29-33) 













3. How does Romeo convince the apothecary to sell him the poison? (58-75) 
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Act V ~ Scene ii

1. Why didn’t Romeo get the Friar’s message? (5-16) ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
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Act V ~ Scene iii

1. Does Paris’s sorrow seem genuine?  Why or why not? (12-17) 





























2. What do you think Balthazar fears? (43-44) 



















3. If Romeo had been thinking more calmly, what would he have realized from Juliet’s appearance? What were the signs? (92-96) 
































4. What is Friar Lawrence’s final solution for Juliet? (156-157) 

















5. Why do you think Friar Lawrence is so quick to leave at the appearance of the watch? (158-159) 
























6. How might the outcome have been different if the characters had come to the churchyard in a different order? 



































7. What does Capulet think has happened? (202-205) 


















8. How does this development suggest the idea that the tragedy involves the whole city rather than two unfortunate adolescents? (210-213) 































9. Why does the Prince blame himself?  How has he been punished? (291-295) 



























10. How does the tragedy resolve the feud? (298-306) 






























11. If you were the Prince, whom would you pardon or punish?  What types of punishment would you decree? (308-310) 
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